[Krabbe's disease (globoid cell leukodystrophy). Apropos of 5 cases].
A clinical study on five cases of Krabbe's disease (globoid cell leukodystrophy) was performed. A final diagnosis was done either with post-mortem study (two cases) or by enzymatic assays carried on cultured fibroblasts (two cases). Peripheral nerve biopsy for electron microscopy was performed in all cases, and the ultrastructural alterations characteristics of Krabbe's disease were always found. The authors emphasize the suggestive clinical and laboratory data which enable the diagnosis of Krabbe's disease in the absence of the ultrastructural exam of peripheral nerve, or the enzymatic assays not performed in this country.